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11/19/2015 - Revised 

SUBJECT: Climate Action Plan 

PRIMARY CONTACT (NAME, PHONE): 
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ROUTING AND APPROVALS 

CONTRIBUTORS/REVIEWERS: 
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Liaison Office       ORIG DEPT. Murphy, Jeff 11/19/2015 

Environmental 

Analysis 

      CFO             

            DEPUTY CHIEF Graham, David 11/20/2015 

            COO             

            CITY ATTORNEY Vonblum, Heidi 12/02/2015 

 COUNCIL 

PRESIDENTS OFFICE 

            

PREPARATION OF:  RESOLUTIONS  ORDINANCE(S)  AGREEMENT(S)  DEED(S) 

Adopt a resolution approving the Climate Action Plan allowing City staff to administratively amend the plan.  

Certify the Climate Action Plan Final Environmental Impact Report and adopt of the Findings, Statement of 

Overriding Consideration, and Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program. 

STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Recommend approval of the resolutions adopting the Climate Action Plan, certifing the Climate Action Plan 

Environmental Impact Report, and adopting the Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations for the 

Climate Action Plan Environmental Impact Report. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS (REFER TO A.R. 3.20 FOR INFORMATION ON COMPLETING THIS SECTION) 



COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): All Council Districts 

COMMUNITY AREA(S): All Community Areas 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT: The City of San Diego, as Lead Agency under CEQA has prepared and 

completed an Environmental Impact Report Project No. 416603/Sch. No. 

2015021053, dated November 2015, and Mitigation, Monitoring and 

Reporting Program covering this activity. 

CITY CLERK 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

      



COUNCIL ACTION 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY SHEET 
CITY OF SAN DIEGO 

 

DATE: 11/19/2015 

ORIGINATING DEPARTMENT: Planning 

SUBJECT: Climate Action Plan 

COUNCIL DISTRICT(S): All Council Districts 

CONTACT/PHONE NUMBER: Seth Litchney/619-236-6892 

 

DESCRIPTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM: 

The Climate Action Plan (CAP) establishes a roadmap for the City of San Diego to achieve the 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emission targets established by the State of California.  The CAP include 

five strategies for achieving the targets: Energy & Water Efficient Buildings, Clean & 

Renewable Energy, Bicycling, Walking, Transit & Land Use, Zero Waste, And Climate 

Resiliency. If adopted, the CAP actions would reduce citywide GHG emissions by 20% in 2020 

and 50% in 2035. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Recommend approval of the resolutions adopting the Climate Action Plan, certifing the Climate 

Action Plan Environmental Impact Report, and adopting the Findings and Statement of 

Overriding Considerations for the Climate Action Plan Environmental Impact Report. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF ITEM BACKGROUND: The City's Climate Action Plan (CAP) 

establishes a roadmap for the City of San Diego to achieve 2020 and 2035 greenhouse gas 

(GHG) emission targets. 

 

The CAP includes five strategies for achieving the GHG reduction targets: Energy & Water 

Efficient Buildings, Clean & Renewable Energy, Bicycling, Walking, Transit & Land Use, Zero 

Waste, And Climate Resiliency. Each strategy contains specific actions and targets for the City 

to implement.  The CAP also calculates the localized GHG emission reductions that would be 

achieved from Federal, State, and Regional actions.  If adopted, it is projected that the CAP 

would reduce the 2010 citywide GHG emissions by 20% in 2020 and 50% in 2035.  

 

The CAP would also provide ancillary benefits to the City of San Diego and its residents.  The 

CAP would further San Diego’s leadership in clean technology industries, such as renewable 

energy, information technology, manufacturing, and waste management while fostering 

programs to create well-paying jobs.  The CAP calls for the implementation of the City's General 

Plan concept of walkable and pedestrian-friendly neighborhoods with a mixture of uses that 

revitalize existing neighborhoods while retaining their individual character.  It would promote 

the use of transit and improve accessibility for vulnerable groups, including the elderly, children, 

and the economically disadvantaged. 

 

The CAP includes details on its implementation and monitoring, including a phased approach to 

accomplishing the actions set forth in the plan. It will include annual monitoring to ensure the 

City is meeting its goals and can adjust to new technology or legislation. 



 

The CAP includes two appendices.  Appendix A of the CAP demonstrates the methodology used 

to determine the GHG emission reductions from each action.  Appendix B is a map of Transit 

Priority Areas where the CAP calls for the additional use of transit, walking, and biking by 

commuters.   

 

The CAP establishes a framework for the City of San Diego to address climate change and 

significantly reduce its overall carbon footprint.  The CAP outlines five bold strategies to achieve 

the City’s 2020 and 2035 GHG emissions reduction targets.  Attainment of the targets will 

require significant City and regional actions, along with broad based participation from the 

public.  These efforts and associated co-benefits will contribute to the City’s future prosperity, 

preserving quality of life for future generations.  The City’s commitment to implementation and 

annual monitoring will help ensure a successful CAP.   

 

CITY STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL(S)/OBJECTIVE(S):  

  

Goal #2: Work in partnership with all of our communities to achieve safe and livable 

neighborhoods. 

Objective #3: Invest in infrastructure. 

Objective #5: Cultivate civic engagement and participation. 

 

Goal #3: Create and sustain a resilient and economically prosperous City. 

Objective #1: Create dynamic neighborhoods that incorporate mobility, 

connectivity, and sustainability. 

Objective #3: Diversify and grow the local economy. 

Objective #4: Prepare and respond to climate change. 

Objective #5: Enhance San Diego’s global standing. 

 

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS: The Climate Action Plan implementation will include the 

adoption of numerous ordinances.  Before each ordinance is prepared, the fiscal considerations 

will be analyzed. 

 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY CONTRACTING INFORMATION (IF APPLICABLE): N/A 

 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL and/or COMMITTEE ACTION (describe any changes made to the item 

from what was presented at committee): Informational Item at the Environment Committee on 

October 8, 2014.  The Environment Committee heard this item on November 30, 2015 and 

forwarded the item to the City Council with seven recommendations, as follows: 

1. Request staff bring forward a CAP implementation plan to City Council by April 1, 2016 that 

includes identification of funding; 

2. Request staff create a consistency checklist in conjunction with the implementation plan to 

ensure that each community plan update is consistent with the CAP; 

3. Staff and City Attorney provide analysis of requests included in Environmental Health 

Coalition's Nov. 23, 2015 letter prior to City Council consideration of the Climate Action Plan; 

4. Request that staff provide the Environment Committee with a commercial benchmarking 

policy in early 2016; 



5. Move Action 2.1, City Council consideration of a Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) or 

another program that increases the renewable energy supply, from Phase 2 into Phase 1; 

6. Request City Attorney's Office coordinate with committee consultant to create a stakeholder 

working group of the Environment Committee to advise the committee on the implementation 

and adaptation of the Climate Action Plan on a quarterly basis; 

7. Request that staff specify implementation priorities in Strategy 3 for disadvantaged 

communities.  

A memo will be prepared to address the committee's recommendations.  

 

COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION AND PUBLIC OUTREACH EFFORTS:  An extensive 

public outreach process has occurred over the time in which the CAP was developed. This 

includes over 50 presentations involving community, environmental, and business stakeholder 

groups across the City of San Diego since 2011, resulting in a broad coalition of support. 

Further, in October 2010, the City Council established the Environmental and Economic 

Sustainability Task Force (EESTF) as an independent advisory body to work with City staff on 

the development of the CAP. The Task Force is comprised of members appointed by the Council 

Offices and the Mayor’s Office and has met over 20 times since its inception. On September 18, 

2015 the EESTF voted unanimously to support the CAP with recommendations. Additionally, on 

October 27, 2015 the Community Planners Committee voted 15-5-4 to support the adoption of 

the CAP with recommendations.  On December 3, 2015, the Planning Commission voted 7-0 to 

recommend the City Council approve the CAP with request for staff to consider the Environment 

Committee recommendations, the importance of developing a climate adaption plan, and an 

emphasis on smaller-scale renewable energy generation.  

 

KEY STAKEHOLDERS AND PROJECTED IMPACTS: 

 

Murphy, Jeff 

Originating Department     

 

Graham, David 

Deputy Chief/Chief Operating Officer 
 


